Age of onset in siblings of persons with juvenile Huntington disease.
The age of onset distribution of Huntington disease (HD) has been defined for siblings of patients who exhibit the disease before age 20. The mean age of onset for the siblings of juvenile onset cases is 26.8 years, which is significantly less than the mean age of onset (39.8) observed in siblings of non-juvenile cases. We have shown that the curve for age of onset in the general affected population is significantly different from that of the juvenile sibships. Furthermore, the significant regression equation suggests that the 'expected age of onset' of a sibling can be predicted from a knowledge of the age of onset of the juvenile proband. This information can be used to predict a range of age of onset for those sibs of juvenile patients who are likely to be asymptomatic heterozygotes with DNA polymorphism studies.